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Aleksi Härkönen has served as Finland’s Ambassador for Arctic 
Affairs since 2014. Operating under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Ambassador for Arctic Affairs manages Finland's participation in 
international arctic cooperation, for example, as a member of the 
Arctic Council. Härkönen has previously served, for instance, as the 
Finnish Ambassador to Estonia (2010-2014), a Special Adviser to 
President Tarja Halonen (2009-2010), and the Head of Finland's OSCE 
Chairmanship Task Force (2007-2009). Härkönen holds a Master’s 
degree in Social Sciences from the University of Helsinki. Aleksi 
Härkönen is the current Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials of the 
Arctic Council. 
 
 
Ewan McIvor is Senior Environmental Policy Adviser 
with the Australian Antarctic Division (AAD) of the 
Australian Government Department of the 
Environment and Energy. Mr McIvor has degrees in 
Environmental Science and in Antarctic Studies. He 
has worked at the AAD for over 17 years in a range of 
environmental management and policy roles. Mr 
McIvor is the Chair of the Committee for 
Environmental Protection, which is the peak 
intergovernmental body for considering protection of the Antarctic environment. He was 
Australia's CEP representative from 2007 to 2014 and also served as Vice-Chair from 2008-
2012. 
 
 
Malgorzata (Gosia) Smieszek is a researcher at the Finnish 
Environment Institute (SYKE) in Helsinki and at the Arctic 
Centre, University of Lapland in Rovaniemi, Finland. She is a 
political scientist and a fellow of the International Arctic 
Science Committee (IASC) (2014-2017). In her research Gosia 
studies effectiveness of international environmental regimes, 
Arctic governance, questions of science-policy interface and 
science diplomacy. She has taken part in numerous projects 
including most recently “Finland’s Arctic Council chairmanship 
in times of increasing uncertainty” for Finland’s Prime Minister 
Office (2016-2018). She is the co-chair of IASC action group on communicating Arctic science 
to policy-makers (CASP). 
 
 



Steven L. Chown holds a Professorship in Biological Sciences at 
Monash University, Australia. A key part of his research concerns 
the biological impacts of the major global change drivers, with a 
substantial focus on the Antarctic. He has published widely, 
including many scientific papers and several scientific and 
popular books. For many years he has represented SCAR at the 
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings. Currently he is President 
of SCAR. Steven is the inaugural recipient of the Tinker-Muse 
Prize for science and policy in Antarctica. He has also received 
the SCAR Medal for Excellence in Antarctic Research, the South 
African Antarctic Gold Medal, and the Zoological Society of 
Southern Africa Gold Medal. 
 
 
Stephan Flückiger coordinates Arctic policies and interests within 
the Swiss Government. He coordinated Switzerland’s campaign to 
obtain observership at the Arctic Council in 2017. He heads the 
Global Issues Division of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
covering Finance, Economy, Environment and Science. Ambassador 
Flückiger has served in various positions within the department, 
including as Swiss Chief of Mission to the OECD. As a graduate from 
Zurich and Yale Universities, he has also worked at the World Bank 
and the Swiss Think Tank Avenir Suisse. 
 
 
José Xavier (Cambridge University, PhD) is an Assistant 
Professor at the University of Coimbra (Portugal) and a 
Honorary Fellow of the British Antarctic Survey (UK), focusing 
his research on ecological marine processes to understand 
climate change effects and its implication on international 
policy, education and outreach.  José is the Head of the 
Delegation of Portugal at the Antarctic Treaty Consultative 
Meetings (ATCM) and is member of the Scientific Committee 
on Antarctic Research (SCAR) AnT-ERA and ICED (Integrating 
Climate and Ecosystems Dynamics in the Southern Ocean) 
international research  programs. Also highly active at education and outreach levels, with 
the Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) and Polar Educators International 
(PEI). José is the youngest scientist to be awarded the prestigious Marta T. Muse award for 
his substantial contribution to Antarctic science and policy. 
 
 
Volker Rachold is the Head of the German Arctic Office, which serves 
as an information and cooperation platform between German 
stakeholders from science, politics and industry. His functions include 
managing the dialogue between German Arctic players, supporting the 
federal ministries interested in Arctic matters, coordinating Germany´s 
scientific input to the Arctic Council and planning and implementing 



national and international Arctic-related events and projects. Before moving to the German 
Arctic Office in 2017, he served as the Executive Secretary of the International Arctic Science 
Committee (IASC) since 2006. 
Volker Rachold graduated as a geochemist from Göttingen University, where he also 
obtained his Ph.D. in 1994. Since then he worked with the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar 
and Marine Research. His research focused on land-ocean interactions in the Siberian Arctic 
and he led several land- and ship-based Russian-German expeditions.  
 


